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Australian Backyard Explorer
Would you be able to find water or food, collect plants, make a shelter— 
and stay alive—if you were out in the bush? 

This book is full of the adventures 
of the explorers of Australia. 
Thematically based, it tells stories 
about their many challenges, such 
as finding their way, mapping 
an area, trapping animals and 
coping with drought. Classroom 
favourites are all here—Cook, 
Oxley, Hume, Eyre, Leichhardt, 
Burke and Wills—and others 
less well known. Theirs are tales 
not only of tragedy, conflict and 
death, but also of loyalty, amazing 
perseverance and wonder over 
the new landscapes, animals and 
plants they encountered.

With ‘a closer look’ at selected topics, ‘did you know’ fact boxes, extracts 
from explorer’s journals and practical projects, this book 
contains hundreds of paintings, photos and drawings from 
the National Library, making it a highly original resource  
for your classroom. 

ISBN 978-0-642-27684-1
2009, pb, 250 x 200 mm, 200 pp, colour illus. RRP $29.95

For orders phone Sales & Distribution 1800 800 100
National Library of Australia, Parkes Place, Canberra, ACT 2600
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