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Discussion questions

1. What was the Eureka Stockade?
2. When and where did the Eureka Stockade take 

place?
3. What series of events led up to the Eureka 

Stockade?
4. Who was Peter Lalor and what was his role in 

the Eureka Stockade?
5. How many diggers were on the Ballarat 

goldfi elds in 1854 and from what countries had 
they come?

6. What was the actual stockade?
7. How many lives were lost in the Eureka 

Stockade?
8. What were some of the demands of the Ballarat 

Reform League? 
9. What is democracy? (This is another topic that 

may require research.)
10. What part did the Eureka Stockade play in 

the birth of Australian Democracy? (Hint: what 
things were the miners fi ghting for, and what 
importance do these things have to Australians 
today? Start by considering the right to vote.)

The Culture and Recreation Portal, www.culture.gov.au  
provides online access to Australian culture websites.  
The Portal provides access to:

• stories about Australian culture
• evaluated Australian culture websites
• news and events
• online resources.
The Culture and Recreation Portal is an initiative of 
the Department of Communications, Information 
Technology and the Arts.

The Publishers acknowledge the assistance provided by 
the Portal, including the images displayed in this unit.

Activities

The Eureka Flag
Provide the students with a copy of the Eureka Flag (the 
website resources listed above will assist here). Invite 
the students to colour the fl ag, labelling the symbols 
and including a small paragraph about each symbol and 
why it may have been chosen. Discuss any similarities 
or differences between the Eureka Flag and the current 
Australian Flag.

Mapping
Provide the students with an outline map of Australia. 
Invite the students to research signifi cant gold mining 
locations. Have them mark these locations on the map 
of Australia. Some examples include: Bathurst, Ballarat, 
Bendigo, Lithgow and Kalgoorlie.

Story writing
Invite the students to imagine they live in the 1890s on 
the Australian goldfi elds. Ask each class member to write 
a story about a day on the goldfi elds from the perspective 
of a gold digger, a government offi cial, a young child or 
a family member. Encourage the students to write about 
living conditions, education, housing, entertainment and 
work. Invite the students to share their stories with the 
class.

The stockade
Invite the students to look at old photos and read about 
how the stockade was constructed and what it was 
made from. Ask the students to use recyclable materials 
to create a model or diorama of the original Eureka 
Stockade.

Australian democracy
Discuss with the class different styles of government. 
Ask the students to share anything they know about 
government and politics. Talk about the Eureka Stockade 
and why it is referred to by some historians as ‘the 
birthplace of Australian democracy’. As a class, list some 
of the principles of the Australian Democracy.

Download the extension activities for this unit from the 
Teachers• Toolkit website (Lesson Plans).

Charles Doudiet: Swearing allegiance to the Southern Cross 1854 

Collection: Ballarat Fine Art Gallery


