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National Water Week
15-21 OCTOBER 2006

Water is essential for life and indispensable to human
health and well-being. National Water Week (NWW),
which will be held from 15-21 October, promotes
community awareness of water conservation. NWW
aims to foster community initiatives that will generate
long-term behaviour change regarding water usage and
lead to the protection, rehabilitation and improvement of
streams, wetlands, waterways, beaches and estuaries.
During NWW Australians will be encouraged to ‘Protect,
Conserve and Get Involved’ in water-related activities
around the country.

Curriculum focus

Science And Technology: Design and Make,
Using Technology, Living Things

English: Reading, Writing
HSIE/SOSE: Cultures

Visual Arts: Design
Mathematics: Tallying, Graphing

Learning outcomes
Students will:

e |earn about how precious water is as a resource

e design and construct a gauge to measure rainfall

e understand why certain areas of Australia currently
have water restrictions

e write @ poem expressing their understanding of
water as a valuable resource

* |earn about different ways to conserve water.

Website resources
www.nationalwaterweek.org.au (National Water Week)

www.awa.asnh.au (Australian Water Association)

www.waterforlife.nsw.gov.au (Water for Life campaign,
New South Wales)

www.sydneywater.com.au/EnsuringTheFuture/Water
School/index.cfm (Sydney Water)

Water for Life: National Water Week 2006 Activities
Download from the Teachers’ Toolkit website (Lesson Plans)

Water -

www.education.melbournewater.com.au/
(Melbourne Water)

www.epa.qgld.gov.au/environmental_management/
water/waterwise_toolbox (Waterwise Queensland)

www.watercorporation.com.au/education/index_teach
ers.cfm (Waterwise WA)

www.thecouriermail.news.com.au/extras/waterforlife/
index.htm (Courier Mail newspaper ‘Water for Life’ guide)

Discussion questions
1. Discuss the different

ways in which you use
water during the day
(list as many as you

can think of).

Discuss the different
ways in which you could
save water at home and
at school (list as many
as you can think of).

3. What are water
restrictions and why
might they be necessary
in some areas of
Australia? (Be mindful
that water restrictions or
other conservation
measures may not be in
force in your area).

4. Some organisations that
are located within water
restriction areas receive
a water restriction
exemption. Can you
explain why such
organisations might be
allowed to use extra
water? (Hint: consider a
public swimming pool.)

5. Use the internet to find
information about the
water cycle. Explain what
this is to the rest of the
class. (Hint: check the
Teachers’ Toolkit website
for some websites that
will get you started.)

6. What are some of
the problems caused
by lack of water in
natural habitats?
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