
Museums and galleries are learning environments full of
stimuli of many kinds (e.g. physical, interactive, three-
dimensional, audiovisual) which ignite the imagination
and engage a range of learning processes. The rich
resources available at museums and galleries provide
diverse and first-hand learning experiences resulting in
positive learning outcomes. In particular, museums and
galleries provide:

• a positive and mutually beneficial relationship, 
in providing valuable opportunities for teaching 
and learning

• valuable knowledge about the past and, perhaps, an
insight into the future

• natural extensions of the classroom and home 
study which support the educational role of teachers
and parents

• long-lasting effects on learning and motivation
• a ‘free-choice’ environment that engages the

attention of learners and allows for responses in
relation to their individual backgrounds. Students can,
make their own decisions about their route and pace
of learning

• opportunities for ‘talking to learn’: conversation leads
to the articulation of ideas

• social learning opportunities that might not be readily
achieved in classrooms

• environments that allow for a diverse range of
learning styles and which are dependent only to a
limited extent on individual learning abilities

• venues where learning takes place in a ‘wider world
context’ and where discussion, consultation and
deliberation are widely perceived as neutral

Visiting museums and galleries: in person or online

While the value of students and teachers physically
visiting museums and galleries should not be
underestimated, online learning experiences serve
valuable substitutes should a physical visit not be
possible or appropriate. 

Good planning is essential when visiting a museum 
or gallery in order to make them as educationally
rewarding as possible. The Australian Family Project
website provides very useful planning notes for viewing
online and on-site exhibitions with students. The
planning notes are available from the project’s website
at www.amol.org.au/theaustralianfamily or they can be
downloaded from the Teachers’ Toolkit website.

Website resource 
www.collectionsaustralia.net
(The Collections Australia Network, formerly Australian
Museums & Galleries Online. A great site for finding
museums, galleries and other collections around
Australia. Links to interactive websites which highlight
collections through narrative and story)

‘Learning is a process of active engagement with experience’ 
Campaign for Learning www.campaignforlearning.org.uk
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Download from the Teachers’ Toolkit website (Lesson Plans). Planning notes for visiting
museums and galleries. A selection of useful Australian and overseas websites.


