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Teachers are today faced with the challenge of helping Curriculum focus
their students become confident and productive users of
the latest information and communications technologies
(ICT). Furthermore, students need to understand the Science and Technology
impact that these technologies are having on society.

Information and Communications Technologies

Technology and Enterprise

The National Assessment Program, conducted every
three years, measures the ability of students to:

1. access information; Learning outcomes

2. manage information; Students will be able to:

3. evaluate information; learn about ICT and the ways in which people
4. develop new understandings; employ technology to use images and text

5. communicate with others; and develop knowledge and understanding of the
6. use ICT appropriately. technologies people select and use

In 2005, a national sample of 4000 Year 6 students and learn how ICT affect other people, the environment
4000 Year 10 students from across Australia participated and the future.

in a national assessment of ICT as part of the National

Assessment Program. This assessment, which is Website resources

undertaken using computers, will occur every three online.curriculum.edu.au/anr2001/ch9_state.htm
years. A number of state ICT assessments parallel and -
complement the National Assessment Program. www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resourcesfict_

assessment_domain_file.pdf
Students in their final primary school year (Year 6 or 7) - n_te-p

need to acquire the knowledge and skills in ICT that will www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/internet/index.htm

enable them to: www.bbc.co.uk/webwise/

1. use computer-based technologies to locate, access,
evaluate, manipulate, create, store and retrieve
information; www.actden.com

2. communicate with others using computer-based www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/graphic_org/kwl/
technologies; and

3. discriminate in the choice and use of computer-
based technologies for a given purpose.

www.internet4classrooms.com/on-line.htm

As well as providing specific ICT knowledge and skills,
working with online information will expose students to
other key technology areas and KLAs. Besides, for the
majority of students, lessons on online information and
communication will be a lot of fun!

® HANDS UP WHO’D LIKE THE BEST SCHOOL TECHNOLOGY SOLUTION?
Every year it seems that the world moves faster and becomes more competitive. That's why
it's essential to be as well equipped and competent as possible. At HP we've just put together

the HP Technology Solutions for Schools program, which aims to put your school and your
students at the very top of the class of tomorrow. Please feel free to contact your local reseller
Invent www.hp.com.au/myreseller or speak with your HP Sales Representative.
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Download Learning Management Systems and extension activities — designed to

provide further assistance for teachers of ICT

Discussion questions

1. Explain some of the ways in which information on
the internet may be:
* created
e used
e transmitted
* processed
e stored
* received.
2. What is the difference between the internet and
the World Wide Web?

3. What kinds of people and organisations use
the internet?

4. How does email work? How is it different from face-
to-face communication or a telephone conversation?

5. Explain what you understand by the terms:

* ‘netiquette’

e forums

* synchronous and asynchronous discussion rooms
e SMS.

6. Can information on the internet be owned by a
particular person or organisation? Have a look at
some websites and make a list of the information on
these sites that might be owned by someone.

7. User beware! The internet is a great resource but
one that needs to be used with caution, otherwise
harm can occur. Teachers should stress the dangers
of the following when students are using the internet.
Students should only undertake the following
internet activities under the supervision of their
teacher or a parent:

* providing personal details (such as your address
or bank account information) using email or
web forms

e using a ‘chat room’ to correspond with a person
that you have not met

* browsing a website that offers prizes

* browsing a website that might contain unpleasant
language or images.

Why might these activities be harmful? When answering

these questions, consider the following matters:

* your privacy

e your personal safety

* the security of your money

e computer viruses, worms, Trojans and spam

e the internet is not ‘censored’ (it contains some
information that is not suitable for young people)

e ot all users of the internet are honest and
law-abiding

e not all websites are created for a proper purpose.
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Activities

Using Howard Gardner's ‘Multiple Intelligence’, break
students into relevant groupings. According to each
student’s dominant learning style, give students a task
as listed below. At the conclusion of the unit, bring all
students together to share their knowledge and their
products. Have a ‘techno expo’ in the library and/or
showcase student work on the school intranet or
Learning Management System.

Visual and spatial skills

* Have students prepare a representation of the
internet using any of the following techniques:
animation, drawing, graphic design, photo collage
or website development.

e Display the projects in the classroom or on the
school Learning Management System/intranet.

Bodily and kinesthetic learning

* Create a physical game to demonstrate how
information is transferred across the internet and the
world wide web. For example, different students
could represent different websites, and might hold
hands to demonstrate which of the sites are linked.

* Encourage students to choose countries that are far
away from each other, to show the magnitude of the
data transfer. Encourage students to display the
technological concepts.

* Have the students perform the game in front of
another class.

Interpersonal learning

e Students could work in groups to design and publish
a ‘stranger danger guide to the internet’ while still
promoting the educational uses of the internet.

* Use Microsoft Publisher or some similar software to
create the brochure and issue it to class members.

Naturalistic learning

* Compare two websites that cover a similar topic,
one international and one local (for example, the
Smithsonian Museum website www.si.edu and the
Australian Museum website www.amonline.net.au).

e Have students create a table in Microsoft Word or
Excel, outlining which website they prefer and why
they prefer it (encourage them to look at such
aspects as the user interface, layout, quality of
information, ease of access and the suitability of
any video or graphics).

e Ask students to find two new sites that are similar
in theme and to ‘bookmark’ these using a web
browser or your Learning Management System.

NB: Activities for the other Multiple Intelligences
(Logic and Mathematics, Intrapersonal Learning,
Musical, Linguistic) can be downloaded from the
Teachers’ Toolkit website.




